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The Neighborhood Christian Center announces its 5
th

 annual Pickin’ and Paddlin’ Outdoor Festival to be 
held at Mayes Lake/Lefleur’s Bluff on Saturday, May 15th, 2010 and we want you to join us!  After four 
successful years, Pickin' & Paddlin' Outdoor Festival has emerged as one of Jackson's must-see annual events!  
Over 600 people flock to Mayes Lakes every April to enjoy this festival's unique blend of music, food and outdoor 
activities for the whole family all for a great cause!  
 
 This family friendly event will celebrate Mississippi’s traditional musical roots with blues, jazz, bluegrass, old-time, 
and gospel music from some of Jackson’s best local musicians!  While the music provides the backdrop for the 
festival, there are also all day activities for all ages.  Canoes are provided for all teams wishing enter a race on the 
water, this year we offer both a short (1/2K) and a long (1K) race for both novice and expert alike!  Pickin’ & Paddlin’ 
has become a favorite of parents in the Jackson area, receiving a “good showing” award by the Jackson Free Press 
for Best Kids Event in 2008.  All children 12 and under receive free admission to the festival and enjoy many 
children’s activities including: face painting, games, crafts and a 52 foot obstacle course (as well as a free BBQ 
lunch)!  All proceeds from the festival will benefit the Neighborhood Christian Center’s educational programs to 
underprivileged youth.  We want to partner with you today to help educate children in need in the city of Jackson.   
 

This year, Pickin' & Paddlin' is partnering with a local media communications and design team to build on our past 
success and ramp up the media strategy prior to the event.  We'll be using social media to get people excited about 
the festival and to talk up our sponsors even more than ever!  This includes using many unique publicity 
opportunities including: sending out street teams with promotional materials throughout the Metro area, we will 
continue our annual partnership with Cups, an espresso café to promote the festival through putting over 7,000 
stickers on cups at all eight locations, we will be pursuing editorial coverage of the many great stories surrounding 
Pickin' & Paddlin' in print, TV, and online media. This year's Pickin' & Paddlin' is guaranteed to be the biggest one 
yet!  
 

And, here’s the best news! In addition to the publicity you will receive BEFORE and DURING the festival, a 
sponsorship with us also means that you will receive continued publicity for THREE MONTHS AFTER the 
event!  This means that your business’ name will be included in our advertisements, newsletters, social media 
outlets and our website for a total of seven months from March - September!  We consider our sponsorships an 
investment, simultaneously raising awareness for your company while allowing NCC to raise even more 
contributions to fund its academic programs.  We offer sponsorship levels ranging from $100 - $5,000 and 
everything in between!  Please take a look at the enclosed packet that outlines specific areas of the festival that you 
can adopt as well as what each level specifically includes.   
 
We thank you for your consideration and look forward to partnering together to market your business and bring 
widespread awareness of the Neighborhood Christian Center and its vision of educating and sharing the gospel with 
children in the inner city of Jackson.  With your help, we can canoe, run and pick our way toward a goal of $40,000 
in 2010! To secure your sponsorship in this year’s festival please contact Melody Moody by phone at: 601-212-3162 
or by email at melodymoody@gmail.com.  If you have any other questions or cannot reach Melody, please call 
Steve Edwards at 601-668-7422 or email at: Alice5175@aol.com .   
 

We look forward to partnering with you,  

  
 
Melody Moody 
Director of Development, NCC   

 Mailing address:   P.O. Box 14226, Jackson, MS 39236  
 Physical address:  417 W. Ash Street, Jackson, MS 39203     

Office: 601-212-3162   Fax: 601-353-0809     www.nccjackson.com  

      

mailto:melodymoody@gmail.com
mailto:Alice5175@aol.com


www.nccjackson.com 
 

   
 

Please choose the level that you would like to sponsor and one of its 

corresponding festival areas.  We are happy to work with you on 

payments, but all of our sponsorship levels have a verbal pledge 

deadline of April 16, 2010 in order to include your logo on 

materials.  To secure your spot today, please fill out the attached 

form and return it to the Neighborhood Christian Center, PO Box 

14226, Jackson, MS 39236. If you have questions about the festival, 

please email MelodyMoody@gmail.com or call 601-212-3162. 

 
ALL Sponsors will receive their name or logo on:  

¶ Over 500 T-shirts- worn by festival staff, volunteers, and available for sale to all attendees 

¶ NCC Newsletters-mailed to over 2,000 of NCC’s supporters before and after the festival 

¶ Festival Program-a guide to the festival including: band bio’s, NCC info & a map of the festival 

¶ Festival Poster- over 150 posters will be posted all over the state of Mississippi 

¶ NCC’s website: www.nccjackson.com (has TRIPLED the number of visitors to its website in the past 3 years!) 

¶ Advertisements- Sponsors will be listed in paper advertisements as available 

¶ Sponsor Banner- Sponsors logos will be prominently displayed on a banner at the entrance to the festival and 
this banner will be displayed for five weeks during NCC’s summer programs in June & July.   

 

Other perks you will receive as a sponsor include:  

¶ Complimentary festival tickets and complimentary P&P T-shirts with your company’s name on the back 

¶ Based on the level of sponsorships, your company will have exclusive rights to special sections of the 
festival, where your company’s name and endorsement will be prominently displayed!!  

¶ The right to: post company banners at the event, set up informational booths during the event and the right to 
include exclusive coupons and special promotions through Pickin & Paddlin’ 

 
Please pick one of the following areas that you would like to adopt.  You will receive sole representation at these 
areas of the festival as well as enjoying all other sponsor benefits listed above. 
 

Pickin’ & Paddlin’ Title Sponsor: $5,000  
(Tax deduction available: $4,700) 
 
Stage Sponsor- You canôt get better coverage than this!  Your company’s banner will 

be hung on the main stage during Jackson’s best Americana festival.  You also have 

the distinct honor of supporting all the local and regional musicians who will be playing 

at Pickin’ and Paddlin’ in 2010!  

Title Sponsors will receive the top tier of visibility available which includes your 

companyôs logo prominently displayed on all P&P materials.  You will also receive 15 

complimentary tickets & 15 complimentary P&P T-shirts! (Please order sizes by April 16, 2010) 

Mississippi Level Sponsor: Minimum of $2,500   

(Tax deduction available: $2,300)  

*Please pick one of the following areas that you would like to adopt.   
 

Boat Sponsor- Put your name where the action is!  As spectators cheer on Canoe 

racers they will look forward to seeing your company’s name fly across the finish line.  

Your Company’s name and Logo will appear alongside Seminary Canoe Rental on the 

entire boat fleet during each Canoe Race.   

 Mailing address:   P.O. Box 14226, Jackson, MS 39236  
 Physical address:  417 W. Ash Street, Jackson, MS 39203     

Office: 601-354-8855   Fax: 601-353-0809     www.nccjackson.com  
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Wrist Band Sponsor- Talk about visibility!  Wrap your name around the wrists of all 

Pickin’ and Paddlin’ participants!  Wrist bands are given out to everyone that comes to 

the festival!  We expect between 700-1,000 people to remember your name all day long!  

 

Food Pavilion Sponsor-After a long day of Running, Canoeing, Kayaking, and listening 

to some great music, everyone is looking forward to heading toward the Food Pavilion 

for some good ole’ Barbeque and fixin’s.  Your company’s name will be proudly 

displayed at the most centrally located pavilion in the whole park!  
 

Mississippi Level Sponsors will receive their companyôs logo prominently displayed on all P&P materials.  You will also receive 

10 complimentary tickets & 10 complimentary P&P T-shirts! (Please order sizes by April 16, 2010) 

Hinds County Level Sponsor: Minimum of $1,000   (Tax deduction available: $860) 
 

*Please pick one of the following areas that you would like to adopt.   
 
Program Book Sponsor- Make a lasting impression by sponsoring the Pickin’ and Paddlin’ Festival Program distributed free to 
all festival attendees.  This program provides a lasting keepsake that includes information about all the Pickin’ and Paddlin’ 
bands, a map of the festival, a schedule of the day’s events and pictures from the previous year’s events.  Festival program 
sponsors will also be given company recognition from the main stage during the festival. 
 
Admissions booth-Every single person that attends the festival has to go through the admissions booth! That means between 

600-1000 adults will see your company’s banner before they can enter the festival.  There is no way that anyone can miss it!  

Your banner will be displayed at the ticket booth just outside of Mayes Lake State Park for everyone to see!  

Hinds County Level Sponsors will receive their companyôs logo displayed on all P&P materials.  You will also receive 7 

complimentary tickets & 7 complimentary P&P T-shirts! (Please order sizes by April 16, 2010) 

Jackson Sponsor: Minimum of $750   (Tax deduction available: $650)  
 

*Please pick one of the following areas that you would like to adopt.   
 

Children’s activities-  All children 12 and under get in free to the festival, so NCC provides 
free children’s activities including: arts and crafts, games and a 25 foot rock wall to keep the 
children entertained.  This year, we expect a crowd of between 600-1000 adults, and that’s 
not even counting the kids!! The sponsor of the children’s activities will have their company’s 
name displayed in the children’s area in the middle of the festival! You can give the gift of fun 
to children this year and with a 25 foot rock wall beside your company’s name, it is sure to 
draw attention!  
 
Hospitality Tent-This tent allows a place for the members of the bands who play at Pickin & 
Paddlin to  warm up, tune their instruments and relax.  Each year, our musicians, who often 

travel far distances receive complimentary t-shirts, snacks, drinks and a place to feel at ease.  The hospitality booth is treasured 
by our musicians and keeps them going strong during the festival.  Your banner will receive high visibility and will be hung 
RIGHT BESIDE THE MAIN STAGE.  If musicians or music lovers are your audience, this is the sponsorship for you!  
 
Jackson Level Sponsors will receive their companyôs logo displayed on all P&P materials.  You will also receive 5 complimentary 

tickets & 5 complimentary P&P T-shirts! (Please order sizes by April 16, 2010) 
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Mayes Lake Sponsor: Minimum of $500    (Tax deduction available: $420) 

*Please pick one of the following areas that you would like to adopt. 
 

Pickin’ Tent-  If you know any bluegrass or old time musicians, you know that they love to jam!  There will 

be musicians in attendance at the festival from all over the south east and they will bring their instruments. 

NCC provides a Picker’s tent for musicians who want to jam, away from the main stage and out of the 

elements.  Support the pickers of Mississippi by hanging your banner above the Pickin’ tent this year!  
 

Canoe Registration Pavilion- Before Canoe and Kayak participants can enter a race, they must check in 
with the registration booth located right next to the lake. There they will: sign a waiver; receive a life vest 
and paddles and then listen to a talk about safety, rules and an explanation of the courses. Your 
company’s banner will be displayed over the registration booth for all of the canoe and kayak participants 
to see!   
 

Mayes Lake level Sponsors will receive their companyôs name displayed on all P&P materials.  You will also receive 4 

complimentary tickets & 4 complimentary P&P T-shirts! (Please order sizes by April 16, 2010) 
 

Festival Supporters: Minimum of $250 (Tax deduction available: $160) 
 

Festival Supporterôs allow us to use this festival to work toward building awareness of the 
Neighborhood Christian Center and its mission and vision of seeking changed hearts and 
educated minds through after school tutoring and summer spiritual and academic enrichment 
in the inner city.  Festival Supporters will receive their companyôs name displayed on all P&P 
materials. You will also receive 3 complimentary tickets & 3 complimentary P&P T-shirts!                     
(Please order sizes by April 16, 2010) 
 
 
 

Friends of the Festival: Any donation from $50- $100     
Friends of the Festival are the supporters who allow us to continue providing this festival year after year.   

Friends of the festival will have their name displayed in NCC Newsletters, Festival Program and NCCôs website:  
 

Inkind Gifts: Any Amount   
 

Inkind Sponsors will be assigned a sponsorship level equivalent to their gift and will be 
entitled to name recognition equal to sponsor levels listed above.  If you would like to 
become an inkind sponsor, please contact us for details.  Instead of financial donations, 
many local businesses prefer to contribute to Pickin & Paddlin through Inkind donations.  
We have partnered with many local businesses in the past who have contributed through 
donating: Gift Certificates to give away to our race winners, Items for our raffle including: 
kayaks, backpacks and other outdoor equipment, Food in Bulk to be prepared and served 
at the festival, tents, materials and free canoe rentals.  Others donate their services such 
as: Professional Event Photography, Electric Shuttle services and many others.               
Contact us to see how your business can become an Inkind Sponsor today!   

  ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------- 

       YES, I want to be a Pickin’ & Paddlin’ sponsor and I have indicated my interested level below.    

       Instead of a financial gift, I would like more information on how I can become an “In-kind Sponsor. 

Sponsorship Contact: _________________________________Company Name_______________________________ 

Sponsorship level desired: $____________    Desired/Requested area of festival to adopt: ____________________ 

Address: _______________________________________City____________________State ______Zip___________ 

Phone: _____________________________ Email: _____________________________________________________ 

Website________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name (printed)___________________________________Title___________________________________________ 

*Please send a digital copy of your logo to: melodymoody@gmail.com Please mail this form with check payable to: The 

Neighborhood Christian Center (or NCC)and sent to:  P.O. Box 14226, Jackson, MS 39236   *Email inquiries or pledges to: 

melodymoody@gmail.com.  To sign up by phone or to request an invoice, please call our Development office at: 601-212-3162. 
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